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Echo Point Books Media, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 231 x 190 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In this seminal study, Hans Kruuk redefines the image of
the spotted hyena, not as a common scavenger, but as a complex matriarchal predator with links to human
evolution. The Spotted Hyena is the first study to capture the true behavior and ecology of these formidable
predators, who instinctively adapt their social structure to meet their ecological needs. Kruuk s research reveals
for the first time that hyenas combine carnivorous habits with group territoriality, thus drawing parallels
between their existence and that of wolves, lions, and arguably early humans. In addition to being lovable
rogues, spotted hyenas are sophisticated hunters that live in complex communities of up to 80 animals.
Covering more than broad facts about this species, Kruuk addresses the vital questions concerning hyena
behavior such as why females are dominant, why lions scavenge from hyenas, why hyenas hunt zebra and
wildebeest differently, and how their social behavior correlates with ecology. Since its original publication, The
Spotted Hyena has transformed the common perception of the spotted hyena. With nearly 2,000 citations in
scientific literature, The Spotted Hyena has become a classic work and trailblazer for linking changes in animal
behavior with the environment, in addition to its concentration on a large carnivore that shares several
characteristics with select primates. Although this is a science book, Kruuk skips the jargon and complicated
theory, thus making its conclusions easily accessible to any student of natural history, African predators, or
social behavior within animal communities. The Spotted Hyena features exciting field notes in addition to
comprehensive graphs and tables that have made it an invaluable contribution to behavioral ecology and its
methodology. Hans Kruuk studied hyenas while...
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