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Schools Every one, every man and every woman, every boy and every girl, has let his or her fancy stray at times
and wished for power over the matter of the world; has wished for a magic wand that would transform one
thing into another; for the philosophers stone which would turn the common metals into gold; for the subtle
elixir by which life could be prolonged as perpetual youth. The pleasure of reading the wonderful stories of the
Arabian Nights is in large part the result of the stimulation that comes to the imagination and leaves us trying
to picture what we would do had we Aladdin s lamp or did we know the magic password to hiding places of
untold treasures, gold, sapphires, pearls and rubies. In the same way the stories of the blood-thirsty buccaneers
of the Spanish Main leave, beside their interest as yarns of breathless action, a haunting feeling that there must
be treasure to be found and that this possibility lends a certain excitement to life s chances. Of course this
feeling, which is so strong upon us when we finish reading one of these tales of adventure in the quiet of the
evening, is apt to fade after a sleep, and in the light of the morning the romance seems to vanish; but down in
our hearts we always have with us that longing that makes us treasure-hunters. While all mankind has always
longed for such powers, a few have gone treasure-hunting. They have sought to read the riddle of the code, to
learn which has meant controlling the forces...
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