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Nova Science Publishers Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Child Welfare: State Performance
on Child and Family Services Reviews, Emilie Stoltzfus, While child welfare programs are a primary
responsibility of state and local governments, the federal government appropriates close to $7 billion annually
to support these programs (primarily for foster care and adoption assistance) and states are required to meet
certain federal policies in order to receive this funding. Child and Family Services Reviews (CFSRs) gauge state
efforts and ability to achieve the primary goals of safety and permanence for children, and well-being for
children and their families. The review is intended both to measure state compliance with federal child welfare
policy and to strengthen and improve state child welfare programs. The Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) conducted the initial round of onsite reviews between March 2001 and March 2004. No state was
found to be in substantial conformity with all of the outcomes and systems assessed. Some critics of the CFSR
argue that while the outcomes reviewed are on target, the criteria established to determine state achievement
of those outcomes may give misleading information about a states performance. Although much attention has
focused on states uniform inability to meet all of the federal criteria, the reviews also showed certain relative
strengths. States showed the greatest ability to ensure that children were not exposed to child abuse and
neglect and remained safely in their homes whenever appropriate and possible, and in preserving their family
relationships and connections. They had the most difficulty in achieving permanent and stable living
arrangements for children, enhancing the capacity of families to meet the needs of their children and in seeing
that appropriate mental and physical health services were available to children served. Information regarding
ensuring provision of educational services to children...
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