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TheClassics.us. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 72 pages.
Dimensions: 9.5in. x 7.2in. x 0.5in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . . . CHILDRENS STORIES. The editor of a London literary journal was recently
inviting men and women in prominent positions in public life to name for publication the books of their
childhood. So far as | observed, none of the halfhundred or more who responded gave Blue Beard, Cinderella,
Little Red Riding Hood, or any of the others in the same category that follow here. But | am none the less
convinced that these old-time favourites, not yet unknown, though familiar to city children in the present
generation mainly in their variegated and fantastic Christmas pantomime form, were in Scotland and England
alike in the last century more essentially the books of childhood than any others known and read beyond the
walls of the school-room. The travelling stationers and packmen carried them in their thousands, in chapbook
form, into even the most remote parts of the country, where they were bartered for and explored with avidity.
In many quarters, indeed, they were so familiar fifty years ago that the books on occasions could be dispensed
with, and the elder members of families would recite the stories from memory for the delectation of the
younger fry, when all foregathered in a crescent before the kitchen fire to wear out the long winter evenings. In
this manner, under the dimflickering light of an oilie cruizie, in a straggling village in Perthshire, did | learn first
of Blue Beard and Jack the Giant Killer, and many another hero of...
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